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Abraham  Lincoln  (1809-1865) 

George  Henry  Story  (1835-1923) 

The  Huntington  Library,  Art  Collections,  and  Botanical  Gardens 

San  Marino,  California  91108 
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A  LITTLE-KNOWN  PORTRAIT  OF  LINCOLN 

BY  GEORGE  H.  STORY 

Frcperty  of  Illinois  State  Historical  Society 


/ 


?*~Z 


a 


lei 


¥  "-:.'■"•'.; 


George  Henry  Story 
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Abraham  Lincoln 

1809-1865 
George  Henry  Story 

ilere  is  the  great  and  tragic  President  as  lie  is  universally  visualized.  This 
famous  likeness  was  left  by  Story  to  his  children  and  is  thought  to  be  the 
original  from  which  the  artist  copied  a  number  of  his  portraits  of  "The  Great 
Emancipator. " 
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GEO.  H.  STORY  TELLS  HOW 
HE  PAINTED  LINCOLN 


MADE     STUDIES     AND     SKETCHES' 
WHILE  PRESIDENT  WORKED. 


His  Letter  to  Mrs.  E.  H.  Harriman, 
Who  Presented  Portrait  to  Nation- 
al Gallery  of  Art,  Describes  Ab-i 
sorbed  and  Preoccupied  Manner  of 
His  Illustrious  Subject,  and  Vivid 
Impressions  of  Changes  as  Mr.  Lin- 
coln Discussed  Affairs  of  State. 


[Special    Correspondence   of   Tbe   Evening  rost.l 

Washington,  March  10. — The  National 
Gallery  of  Art  has  just  received  a  por- 
l ia.it  of  Lincoln  painted  by  George  H. 
Story,  of  New  York,  as  a  Lincoln's  Birth- 
day gift  from  Mrs.  E.  H.  Harriman,  of 
New  York,  who  has  been  much  interested 
in  the  activities  of  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution   for   some  years. 

In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Harriman,  the  ar- 
tist  says    in    part: 

"It  was  in  November  of  the  year  1859 
that  1  went  to  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
set  up  my'  easel  in  a  room  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Pennsylvania  Avenue  and  Seventh 
street,  which  I  hired  from  M.  B.  Brady 
(the  famous  Civil  War  photographer), 
who  promised  to  assist  me  in  obtaining 
commissions,  etc.,  and  it  was  through 
this  association  that  I  was  brought  into 
contact  with  very  many  men  of  distinc- 
tion.    .     .     ." 

Mr.  Story  arrived  in  Washington  dur- 
ing stirring-  times;  the  next  year  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  elected  to  succeed 
James  Buchanan.  Mr. 'Story  states  that 
Lincoln  arrived  In  Washington  on  the 
23d  of  February,  1861,  after  barely  es- 
caping assassination  en  route,  and  that. a 
day  or  two  after  the  President's  arrival, 
Mr.  Gardiner,  who  represented  Mr.  Brady 
in  Washington,  came  to  his  room  and 
asked  him  to  come  into  the  photographic- 
studio  and  pose  Mr..  Lincoln  for  a  pic- 
ture. 

MR.  LINCOLN  IN  DEEP  THOUUHT. . 
"When  I  entered  the  room,"  says  Mr, 
Story  in  his  letter,  "the  President  was 
-EfintrrUn  P-tthair  wholly  o.buoi-i»cj  ;,,  ,icC,, 
thought  and  was  apparently  oblivious 
1o  his  immediate  surroundings;  he  did 
not  even  raise  his  eyes,  nor  did  he  giw 
any  sign  of  recognition  to  anything  that 
was  taking  place  about  him.  I  said  in  ah 
undertone  to  the  operator:  'Bring  your 
instrument  here  and  take  the  picture.' 
This  was  done,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  rose  and 


left  the  room  without  a  word." 

Two  pictures  taken  in  the  Brady  stu- 
dio at  about  this  time  bear  out  Mr. 
Story's  description  of  the  President's  ab- 
sorbed and  preoccupied  manner;  he  is 
seen  seated  in  an  armchair  with  bent 
head,  apparently  deep  in  thought. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1861,  Mr.  Story 
received  a  commission  to  paint  a  cabinet 
head  of  the  President,  which  he  was  net 
willing  to  undertake  unless  the  necessary 
sittings  could  be  obtained.  The  President 
was  approached  by  Mr.  Story's  client,  but 
said  he  could  not  spare  the  time.  But 
it  was  finally  arranged  by  Mr.  Nicolay, 
his  secretary,  so  that  the  artist  could 
enter  "the  office  during  business  hours 
and  observe  the  President  at  work,  with- 
out bothering  him.  "On  three  successive 
days,"  writes  Mr.  Story,  "I  quietly  en- 
tered the  President's  office  through  Sec- 
reiary  Nicolay's  room,  and  made  pencil 
notes  of  my  subject  and  mental  observa- 
tions of  the  changes  in  his  countenance 
while  he  was  in  real  life  and  under  the 
influence  of  state  affairs  in  th^  different 
interviews  with  his  visitors. 

H_1S_  yiYiri     MRN'TJ  I      P'C'ifiiHSi— ""-    ' — 

"After  each  sitting  1  returned  to  my 
room  and  worked  upon  my  pictui'2  with 
my  sitter  as  vividly  in  mind  almost  as 
though  he  were  in  my  actual  presence, 
and  with  the  aid  of  my  'photograph  I 
completed  the  picture.  ...  it  was 
from  the  material  gathered  at  this  lime 
that  the  recent  portrait  which  you  [Mrs. 
Harriman]  purchased  from  me  was  (also) 
painted.  .  .  .  My  immediate  reasons 
for  executing  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
at  this  late  day  of  my  professional  ca-  j 
reer  are  that  upon  a  recent  visit  to 
Washington  I  found  no  portrait  of  Presi-  ' 
dent  Lincoln  in  any  of  the  public  gal-  j 
lories.  Nor  was  there  one  to  be  found  in 
any  of  the  departmental  buildings  which 
I  visited.  .  .  .  As  J  had  the  material 
and  the  memory  of  the  man  so  distinct- 
ly in  my  mind,  I  was  impelled  to  paint 
the  portrait  which  you  have  purchased 
and  generously   presented  to  the  nation." 

The  artist,  George  Henry  Story,  was 
born  In  New  Haven,  Conn.,  January  l'l', 
1835;  studied  in  that  city  under  Charles 
Hine,  and  later  in  Europe;  He  is  an 
associate  National  Academician,  and  the 
tecipient  of  several  medals  for  portraits 
and  genre  pictures.  He  was  curator  of 
the  department  of  paintings  at  the  Met- 
ropolitan Museum  of  Art,  New  York,  for 
seven  years,  acting  director  for  one  year, 
and  since  1906  has  been  curator  emeritus. 
He  is  ajso  director  of  the  art  department 
of  the  Wadsworth  Athenaeum,  Hartford, 
Conn.  Three  of  his  paintings  in  the  Met- 
ropolitan Museum  are  The  Young  Moth- 
er, Alexander  S.  Murray,  and  Self  Por- 
trait. 

The  addition  of  his  painting  of  Lincoln  ! 
will    be    a    valuable    Contribution     to    the 
National   Gallery    of    Art,    both    from    its 
historical    significance    and    its    merit    as 
a  work  of  art. 


Y\  \  £<>*-  CWt    Waul,  ii  '7/6 


1  SMITHSONIAN      INSTITUTION 

UNITED     STATES     NATIONAL    MUSEUM 


WASHINGTON,    D.    C. 

December  V  f)    ,    1918 


OFFICE    OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE     ASSISTANT    TO   THE    SECRETARY 

IN    CHARGE    U.    S.    NATIONAL    MUSEUM 


°1S. 


Mr.    W.   P.    Truesdell, 

121  West  73rd  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  November  30  addressed  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Holmes, 
Curator  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Art,  and  enclosing 
a  permit  from  Mr,  Story,  owner  of  the  copyright  of 
his  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  authorizing  you  to 
reproduce  the  portrait  in  your  forthcoming  book  on 
Lincoln. 

The  Museum  has  a  negative  of  the  portrait 
referred  to,  but,  owing  to  the  great  pressure  of 
work  in  the  Photographic  Laboratory,  cannot  under- 
take to  make  the  print  for  you  officially.   This 
work  can  be  done  for  you,  however,  by  an  employee 
of  the  Laboratory  working  outside  of  Government 
hours  at  a  cost  of  50  cents.   I  have  accordingly 
authorized  her  to  make  the  print  and  transmit  it 
directly  to  you  with  her  bill. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 


&4&jlAj(x<^    n 


1111."  de  C.  Ravenel,- 
Administratlve  Assistant 
to  the  Secretary. 


.'  sa 


. 


December  31,  1918. 


Mr.  W.  P.  Truesdell, 

121  West  73rd  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  mailed  to  you  today,  under  separate  cover,  a  print 
of  the  Story  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  cost  of  this  print  is  fifty  cents  which  you  may  send  to 
me  at  the  address  given  below. 


Yours  very  truly, 


Photographer . 
1110  Eye  St.,  N.  E. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Inclosure 


OFFICE     OF 

ASSISTANT     SECRETARY, 

SMITHSONIAN     INSTITUTION 

IN    CHARGE    U.    S.    NATIONAL    MUSEUM 


SMITHSONIAN      INSTITUTION 
UNITED     STATES    NATIONAL    MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON,    D.    C. 


February  18,  1918 


Mr.  W.  P.  Truesdell, 
32  West  68th  Street, 
New  York  City . 

Dear  Sir: 


Replying  to  your  letter  of  February 
to  say  that  the  portrait  of  Lincoln  by  George 
National  Gallery  of  Art  is  copyrighted  by  the 
arrangement  for  its  reproduction  in  your  book 
of  Lincoln  should  be  made  with  him.  He  can  b 
230  West  59th  Street,  New  York  ^ity.  The  Nat 
a  negative  of  this  portrait  and.  if  Mr.  Story 
I  shall  be  glad  to  see  that  you  are  furnished 
ic  print  suitable  for  reproduction.  I  am  enc 
the  regulations  governing  the  publication  of 
the  National  Gallery. 

Very  truly  yours, 


12,  1918,  I  beg 

H.  Story  in  the 
artist,  and  any 
on  the  Portraiture 
e  addressed  at 
ional  Museum  has 
gives  permission 
with  a  photograph- 
losing  a  copy  of 
illustrations  from 
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bincyJllinois.i.SA 

June  24,  1931. 


Lincoln  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

Gentlemen: 

We  have  on  hand  about  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  fifty 
Lincoln  pictures  22"  x  18"  in  eleven  colors  baked  on  metal. 
This  is  a  facimile  of  the  original  picture  made  by  George 
T.  Story,  now  in  the  collection  of  John  R.  Thompson  in 
Chicago  and  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  art  work.   Kfe  also  have 
on  hand  about  sixteen  hundred  of  the  same  picture  about 
8"  x  7"  in  size. 

These  would  be  a  nice  piece  of  art  work  for  advertising 
purposes,  the  larger  pictures  would  be  very  nice  for  all  of 
your  various  insurance  offices. 

There  is  no  printing  or  advertising  on  these  pictures 
as  they  were  made  for  art  store  merchandise. 

We  could  make  you  a  very  nice  price  on  these  pictures 
as  we  acquired  them  by  buying  some  of  the  assets  of  the 
Van  Doom  Company  who  went  into  liquidation.  The  larger 
pictures  we  understand  sold  for  $5.00  each  and  the  smaller 
ones  $1.00  each.  We  would  make  you  a  price  of  75#  on  the 
larger  ones  and  5$   each  on  the  smaller  ones  F.O.B.  Quincy 
Illinois. 

We  believe  that  this  is  an  opportunity  for  a  real 
piece  of  high  class  art  work  that  would  apply  to  your 
particular  company  and  would  be  very  acceptable  to  your 
branch  offices  and  the  larger  pictures  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  your  larger  policy  holders. 

If  you  are  interested,  we  would  be  very  glad  to  send 
you  a  sample  of  both  pictures. 

Yours  very  truly, 

GATES  RADIO  &  SUPPLY  COMPANY. 

HCG*L0  .  H.  C.  GATES 
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PS. GATES 
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June   24,    1931, 


RECEIVB* 


OES 

fHANCM 


7  " :. 


Lincoln  Life   Insurance   Co., 
De  s  Mo  i  ne  s ,    Iowa • 

Gentlemen: 


**£  * 


We  have  on  hand  about  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  fifty 
Lincoln  pictures  22"  x  18"  in  eleven  colors  baked  on  metal. 
This  is  a  facimile  of  the  original  picture  made  by  George 
T.  Story,  now  in  the  collection  of  John  R.  Thompson  in 
Chicago  and  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  art  work.  We  also  have 
on  hand  about  sixteen  hundred  of  the  same  picture  about 
8"  x  7"  in  size. 

These  would  be  a  nice  piece  of  art  work  for  advertising 
purposes,  the  larger  pictures  would  be  very  nice  for  all  of 
your  various  insurance  offices. 

There  is  no  printing  or  advertising  on  these  pictures 
as  they  were  made  for  art  store  merchandise. 

We  could  make  you  a  very  nice  price  on  these  pictures 
as  we  acquired  them  by  buying  some  of  the  assets  of  the 
Van  Doom  Company  who  went  into  liquidation.   The  larger 
pictures  we  understand  sold  for  $5.00  each  and  the  smaller 
ones  |1.00  each.  We  would  make  you  a  price  of  750  on  the 
larger  pictures  and  50  each  on  the  smaller  ones  F.O.B. 
Quincy,  Illinois. 

We  believe  that  this  is  an  opportunity  for  a  real 
piece  of  high  class  art  work  that  would  apply  to  your 
particular  company  and  would  be  very  acceptable  to  your 
branch  offices  and  the  larger  pictures  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  your  larger  policy  holders. 

If  you  are  interested,  we  would  be  very  glad  to  send 
you  a  sample  of  both  pictures. 

Yours  very  truly, 

GATES  RADIO  &  SUPPLY  CO. 


HCG*L0 


H.  C.  GATES. 


s*. 


\ 


$x£ly  2,  1932 
Slat*  *hfly  I 


tbv  E»  C*  Gates 

S|jr  dear  Wt«  G&fcea* 

With  reference  la  yesap  letter  of  Jtme  24 
referring  to  the  Story  pie  tares  of  Maeols,  we  w$nX\ 
tike  to  have  a  esprole  cojor  of  tooth  the' large  «ad  eaall 
ambers,  sa  wMett  we  will  be  gteg  to  paj  postage  of 
?5#  for  the  larger  mm  (g$£  S#  for  the  enaller  one,  if 
yoo  will  Mil  um  for  the  eeai©»        If  we  saa  -aae  aore  ©f 
these  ploturee,  we  will  'let  yee  lattffc 

Bftepeotfolly  yoyre. 


IJireotor 
liiicoln  lietorical  Beeeefch  Foundation 
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ELECTflOGRAPH      DIVISION 

THEATRE    EQUIPMENT 
AMPLI  FIERS 
SPEAKERS 
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PUBLIC    ADDRESS   SYSTEMS 
BROADCAST  STATION   AND 
CENTRALIZED  RADIO  EQUIPMENTS 


^Manufacturing   Engineers  of 

s  Sound  Amplifying  e 


DEVICES 


TELEPHONE 
MAIN    735 


'umcy, 

July 


inoisUSA 

;.  1931. 


Lincoln  national   life    Insurance   Go. 


Ft. 


Indiana. 


Attention: 


vlr .    Lewis  A.    Warren. 


Gentlemen; 


Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  July  2nd,  and 
we  are  today  forwarding  to  you  one  of  the  large  size 


reprints  and  one  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


■he  small  size  reprints  of 


Vie  know  that  you  are  going  to  find  these 
reprints  exceptionally  unusual  in  their  "beauty  and 
likeness  of  Abraham  Lincoln.   As  "you  perhaps  have 
"been  previously  advised,  both  of  these  reprints  are 
exact  copies  of  the  original  John  R.  Thompson  sixty- 
seven  thousand  dollar  painting  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  a  new  process 
ible  to  reproduce 
the  original. 


of  chromite • work  has  made  it  poss- 
this  original  painting  exactly  like 


Yours  very  truly, 

GATES  RADIO  &  SUPPLY  COMPANY 


PSG/TO 


p 


P."  S.  GATES. 


Each  print  is  covered  with  a  thin  film  of  oil  to 
prevent  scratching.  Just  use  a  dampened  gasoline 
cloth  to  wash  them  off. 
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«Vt>,   I.      Vjl.UMA 

-THE   HARTFORD   DAILY 


IlUjlI 


COURANT:    WEDNESDAY.   FEBRUARY    14,   1945. 


Old  Diary 
On  Lincoln 
Made  Public 

A  mislead  Relates  Unpub- 
lished Anecdotes  in  His 
News  Broadcast 


Abraham  Lincoln  once  told  a 
young  man  who  came  with  letters 
of  recommendation  from  high 
places,  and  whose  goal  was  a  com- 
mission in  the  Union  Army,  "Now, 
Sir.  you  go  back  to  Chicago,  and 
raise  a  regiment.  Bring  it  to  Wash- 
ington and  march  them  up  in  front 
of  the.  White  House.  Then,  I  will 
give  you  a  commission. 

On  Lincoln's  birthday,  George  B. 
Armsteari.  radio  commentator  on 
Station  WDRC,  told  this  anecdote 
in  hia  broadcast,  "An  Interpreta- 
tion of  the  News."  Reserving  his 
commentary  on  the  reports  of  the 
Crimean  conference,  which  were 
then  just  coming  into  the  radio 
station,  Mr.  Armstead  turned  in- 
stead to  relate  what  a  relative  of 
his,  a  portrait  painter  for  whom 
Lincoln  sat  many  times,  recorded 
in  his  unpublished  diary. 

The  notes  in  the  old  worn  diary, 
penned  in  1861  by  George  H.  Story, 
Mr.  Armstead's  great-uncle,  a  young 
New  Haven  portrait  painter,  de- 
scribed his  many  visits  at  Lincoln's 
office  in  the  White  House,  where 
the  artist  worked  while  Lincoln 
transacted  the  business  of  the  day.: 
The  anecdotes  Mr.  Armstead  culled 
from  the  diary  have  never  before 
been  made  public. 

Impression  of  Lincoln. 
This  is  what  the  youthful  Con- 
necticut artist  saw  in  Abraham 
Lincoln,  "I  am  not  awed,  or  over- 
come. But  I  am  impressed  by  the 
largeness  of  my  subject,  his  kindly 
atmosphere  and  personal  dignity 
The  eyes  are  luminous,  floating 
far-seeing;  yet  dreamy  eyes,  capable 
of  great  intentness.  The  mouth  is 
large,  but  individualistic,  and  ex- 
pressive. Around  it  is  a  gentle  play 
of  humor  which  rarely  leaves  it  It 
seems  there  is  no  emotion  he  has 
not  experienced,  and  he  reads  the 
men _ who  come  before  him  by  intui- 

This.  Mr.  Armstead  pointed  out 
was  written  in  1861,  when  very  few 
Americans  had  any  idea  how  great 
was  the  man  who  sat  in  the  White 
.House. 


On  the  first  morning  of  the 
artist's  work,  he  related,  the  sitting 
was  interrupted  by  the  entrance  of 
a  negro  servant  who  announced 
"Massa  President.  Mrs.  Lincoln  told 
me  to  tell  you  dinner  was  served, 
and  you  was  to  come  right,  in  and 
git  it,  while  it  is  hot."  The  President 
replied  that,  he  would  come  right 
away,  but,  a  second  call  from  the 
servant  still  failed  to  take  him  from 
his  work. 

"In  about  five  minutes,  the  door 
was  thrown  wide-open  and  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  dressed  in  white,  stood 
there  like  a  very  Queen.  There  was 
a  moment,  of  silence.  Then  she 
spoke  in  an  authoritative  tone:  'Mr. 
President,  your  dinner  is  getting 
cold.  You  must  dismiss  these  gen- 
tlemen at  once  and  come  to  your 
dinner.' " 

Mr.  Lincoln  smiled  and  waved  his 
hand,  the  diarist  reports,  "and  we 
departed,  as  the  President  followed 
his  wife  from  the  office." 

George  Story  later  became  curator 
nf  paintings  at  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  in  New  York,  and  his  best 
known  Lincoln  portrait  hangs  in  the 
Corcoran  Gallery  at  Washington. 


Wag?  (Sulin-bjs 
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cable  VOSEART,  BOSTON" 


KEnmore    6-2299 


January  6,  1956 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warner,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warners 

I  am  writing  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  David  B.  MeEwan, 
Director  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Boston,  who  has  called  my  attention  to  the  possibility 
of  your  being  interested  in  a  fine  Lincoln  portrait  which 
we  have  recently  acquired. 

This  portrait  is  painted  by  George  H.  Story,  as  you  will 
see  by  the  enclosed  catalogue  of  our  present  exhibition. 
The  painting  is  a  very  strong  ard  colorful  one,  and  I 
believe  that  it  would  be  of  tremendous  interest  to  an 
organization  like  yours,  or  some  individual  collector  of 
such  items. 

Should  you  be  interested  in  this  portrait,  I  would  be  happy 
to  send  you  a  good  photograph  from  which  you  could  get  a 
better  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  painting. 


Very  truly  yours, 
W.  Charles  Thompson 


WCTjeo 
Enclosure 
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January  11,  195& 


Mr.  W.  Charles  Thompson 
Vose  Galleries 
559  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  1$,  &ass. 

Dear  Kr.  Thompson: 

This  Is  to  advise  you  that  Dp*   Warren  is  out  of  the 
office  at  present  on  his  annual  two  isonths*  speaking  itinerary 
and  will  not  return  until  around  the  first  of  March. 

1  am  holding  your  letter  with  its  enclosure  relative 
to  the  Lincoln  portrait  by  George  H.  Story  in  your  display  of 
Early  American  Portraits,  at  which  tiaaae  I  Will  bring  it  to  his 
attention. 

Sincerely  yours, 


(Kiss)  Margaret  H©eliering 
m/m  Secretary  to  Br«  Warren 


March  21,  1956 


Mr.  Mm  Charles  Thompson 

Vo»e  Galleries 

559  Boylston  Street 

Boston  16,  Mass. 

My  dear  Mr.  Tbo??ipson: 

Having  been  out  of  the  office  for  several  weeks  a 
latter  dated  January  6  directed  to  rm  has  just  been  observed.  I 
regret  to  advise  that  we  do  not  acquire  paintings  of  Lincoln  except 
those  which  we  may  commission  ourselves  to  set  forth  some  Lincoln 
episode  which  we  believe  to  be  important.  Thank  you  nevertheless 
for  calling  the  Story  pointing  with  which  we  are  well  acquainted 
to  our  attention. 

Very  truly  yours, 


UlWjtfC  Director 


EARLY  AMERICAN 
PORTRAITS 


DR.  JOSEPH  TRUMBULL 

by  Ralph  Earl 

With  a  letter  from  Earl  arranging  sittings 
in  Sept.  1784.  Complete  history  of  owner- 
ship. Shown  Whitney  and  Worcester 
Museums  in  Earl  exhibitions  1946.  Fine 
condition  and  color.  30"x25" 


An  Exhibition  through  January  1956 


THE  VOSE  GALLERIES 


559  BOYLSTON  STREET 


OF  BOSTON 

BOSTON,  MASS. 


tel.  KEnmore  6-2299 


Peter  Faneuil 

by  John  Smibert 

Builder  of  Faneuil  Hall,  "  The  Cradle 
of  Liberty."  Recorded  in  Smibert  by 
Foote.  Included  in  Smibert  exhibition 
at  Yale  1949.  A  fine  analysis  of  the 
portrait  by  Alan  Burroughs  is  available 
with  complete  history  of  ownership. 

50" x  40" 


Mrs.  Williams 
by  R.  E.  W.  Earl 

The  subject  lived  in  Boston  near  the 
Cathedral  on  Washington  Street.  A 
certificate  by  William  Sawit2ky  goes 
with  the  portrait.  36"  x  28" 


Andrew  Jackson 
by  John  Wood  Dodge 

Recorded  in  "  Life  Portraits  of  Andrew 
Jackson "  by  C.  H.  Hart,  McClure's 
Magazine,  July  1897.  The  postage  stamp 
of  1863  was  engraved  after  a  miniature 
of  Jackson  by  Dodge  30"  x  25" 


Mrs.  Robert  Brown 

by  John  Greenwood 

History  of  ownership  through  six  gen- 
erations in  the  family.  Handsomest 
Greenwood  we  have  owned.  Hung  in 
the  Brown  House  in  Plymouth,  Mass., 
until  1938.  36"  x  28" 


General  George  Cadwalader 
by  Thomas  Sully 

Recorded  in  Feilding's  Sully.  From 
Collection  of  George  Story,  former 
Curator  of  Paintings,  Metropolitan 
Museum.  On  panel  20"  x  18" 


A  Lady  in  Pink 
by  Robert  Feke 

We  believe  this  to  be  the  only  lost  Feke 
to  be  re-discovered  within  the  past  five 
years.  He  is  the  most  sought  for  of 
18th  century  American  artists.  Dress  is 
pink,  bows  are  blue.  36"  x  28" 


Andrew  Jackson 
by  Ralph  E.  W.  Earl 

R.  E.  W.  Earl,  son  of  Ralph,  is  best  re- 
membered for  his  several  portraits  of 
his  uncle  by  marriage,  Andrew  Jackson. 
This  is  a  fine  example  in  sound  condition, 
never  re-lined.  30"  x  25" 


Abraham  Lincoln 
by  George  H.  Story 

When  Story  was  in  Washington  in  1861 
he  made  sketches  of  Lincoln  from  life. 
Some  50  years  later  he  completed  this 
portrait  from  those  sketches.    30"  x  25" 


And  other  portraits  by 

JOSEPH  BADGER 
REMBRANDT  PEALE 
JAMES  PEALE 
GILBERT  STUART 


JOHN  S.  COPLEY 
WASHINGTON  ALLSTON 
ASHER  B.  DURAND 
JOHN  JOHNSTON 
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SALE  NUMBER  3802 


IMPORTANT  19TH  AND  20TH  CENTURY  AMERICAN 
PAINTINGS  AND  BRONZES 

From  the  Collection  of  the  Late  Geraldine  Rockefeller  Dodge 


Exhibition 

From  Saturday,  October  25  to  3  p.m.  Thursday,  October  30,   1975 
Galleries  open  10  a.  m.  to  5  p.m.  Tuesday  through  Saturday 


Public  Auction 


Friday,  October  31,   1975  at  2:00  p.m. 


SOTHEBY  PARKE  BERNET  INC. 

980  Madison  Avenue  (76th-77th  Streets) 
New  York  10021— (212)  472-3400 


Recorded  Announcement  of  Current  Sales  and  Exhibitions,  24  hours  a  day:  2 1 2-472-3555 


Cover  illustration:  Lot  97 


"^fflWMBlBMMlWMCTPMfWMWfftllTHWIWIlW^ 


M 


"i^^fm^if^r^|^^m^m 


IS^Sfs*  '---"*" 


SOTHEBY'S 


FOUNDED  1744 


American  Paintings, 

Drawings  and 

Sculpture 


NEWTORK 

THURSDAY;  DECEMBER  5, 1991       , 


4P3Kf 


X 


< 


;:;v- 


■■•■■*:. 


'    H 


j    *     X 


,*■'■- 

'7?'    ■<     ^.',        -' 


4Sr 


•- 


/,. 


jrf*r 


iw  j.  ■■ 


*GEORGE  HENRY  STORY  (1835-1923) 
■  20   PORTRAIT  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Signed  G.H.  Story,   I.r. 

Oil  on  canvas 


20  x  18  inches 

50.8  x  45.5  cm. 


Note:  Story  painted  a  number  of  portraits  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  wrote  in 
1916"!  .  .  .  made  pencil  notes  of  my  subject  and  mental  observations  of 


the  changes  in  his  countenance  while  he  was  in  real  life  and  under  the 
influence  of  state  affairs  in  the  different  interviews  with  his  visitors.  After 
each  sitting  I  returned  to  my  studio  and  worked  my  canvas  with  my  sitter 
as  vividly  in  mind  almost  as  though  he  were  in  my  actual  presence,  and 
with  the  aid  of  photographs  I  completed  the  picture." 

Provenance 

Acquired  from  the  family  of  the  artist 

[See  illustration] 


•AUTHORSHIP:   Ascribed   to   the   named   artist— subject    to    the   qualifications   set   forth   in    the   GLOSSARY    and    CONDITIONS    OF    SALE,    front    of    this    Catalogue. 
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Property  from  a  Corporate  Collection 

D  21 

*George  Henry  Story  (1835-1923) 

PORTRAIT  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

signed  G.H.  Story,  l.r. 

oil  on  canvas 

20  by  18  in.  50 .8  by  45 .7  cm . 

Story  painted  a  number  of  portraits  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  wrote  in  1916  "I. ..made  pencil  notes  of 
my  subject  and  mental  observations  of  the  changes  in 
his  countenance  while  he  was  in  real  life  and  under 
the  influence  of  state  affairs  in  the  different  interviews 


with  his  visitors.  After  each  sitting  I  returned  to  my 
studio  and  worked  my  canvas  with  my  sitter  as 
vividly  in  mind  almost  as  though  he  were  in  my  actual 
presence,  and  with  the  aid  of  photographs  I  com- 
pleted the  picture." 

Provenance: 

Acquired  directly  from  the  family  of  the  artist 

Geraldine   Rockefeller   Dodge   (Sale:   Sotheby   Parke 

Bernet,    New   York,    Important    19th   and  20th    Century 

American  Paintings  and  Bronzes  from  the  Collection  of  the 

Late  Geraldine  Rockefeller  Dodge,  October  31,  1975,  lot 

20,  illus.) 

Schweitzer  Gallery,  New  York 

$15,000-25,000 


^AUTHORSHIP:  Ascribed  to  the  named  artist — subject  to  the  qualifications  set  forth  in 
the  Glossary  and  Conditions  of  Sale,  in  the  front  of  this  Catalogue. 


Cindy  VanHorn  -  Re:  Painting  by  Geo.  H.  Story  Page  1 


From:  Lincolnbf@aol.com  at  internet 

To:  lim.lnccpo(CVanHorn) 

Date:  Wed,  Aug  4,  1 999  1 0:27  AM 

Subject:  Re:  Painting  by  Geo.  H.  Story 

CJ, 

This  is  a  tricky  question.  Story  made  many  copies  from  his  original 
painting.  When  I  mean  copies  I  mean  oil  portrait  copies.  Much  like  the 
Gettysburg  Address  copies,  I  do  believe  each  Story  is  slightly  different. 
For  example,  we  have  an  oil  portrait  by  Story  but  it  was  done  in  1919  when  he 
was  quite  old.  Without  looking  at  your  patron's  print  I'm  afraid  I  wouldn't 
know  which  copy  he  has. 

Sorry  about  the  run-around  to  your  question  but  I  think  we  should  really 
blame  George  Story.  :) 

Kim  Bauer 
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IN  WAR'S  DARK  DAYS -LINCOLN  LAUGHED 


America's  war  effort  today  and  the 
nation's  determination  to  retain  its 
sanity  brings  to  mind  the  heartening 
spirit  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  found 
in  humor  relief  from  war  nerves. 

By  ALEXANDER  K.  GEORGE 

WASHINGTON,  Feb.  11.— 
(Wide  World) — A  raw,  gray  winter 
day  in  the  sprawling,  shack-stud- 
ded war  capital  of  1863,  a  Wash- 
ington of  muddy  streets,  horse 
cars  and  many  bewhiskered  "boys 
in  blue"  on  crutches. 

The  president  is  sick  in  bed. 
"Bilious  fever"  is  the  first  report. 
Then  it  leaks  out  that  the  malady 
is  smallpox.  The  local  papers  re- 
port "plug-hatted,  long-coated  of- 
fice seekers  skeedaddling  in  sud- 
den panic"  from  the  White  House 
when  they  hear  what  ails  the 
president. 

Congressman  Lovejoy  of  Illinois 
is  waiting  in  the  reception  room 
at  "the  mansion."  A  door  opens 
enough  to  outline  the  gaunt,  war- 
wracked  face  and  the  raw-boned 
figure  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  gro- 
tesque in  a  dressing  gown. 

"Lovejoy,  are  you  afraid?" 

"No,  I  have  had  the  smallpox." 

Lincoln,  walking  into  the  room, 
says: 

"There  is  one  good  thing  about 
this,  Lovejoy.  I  now  have  some- 
thing   to   give    everybody." 

*  *     * 

Lincoln's  mind  is  haunted  by 
anxiety  over  bad  tidings  from 
the  Chattanooga  campaign.  But 
he  turns,  as  he  has  so  often,  to 
humor  to  sustain  himself  and  the 
people  through  another  winter  of 
dark  conflict. 

An  old  neighbor  from  Illinois 
winds  up  a  visit  at  the  White 
House  with  the  query:  "How  does 
it  feel  to  be  president  of  the 
United  States?" 

Says  Lincoln:  "You  have  heard 
about  the  fellow  tarred  and  feath- 
ered and  ridden  out  of  town  on  a 
rail.  A  man  in  the  crowd  asked 
him  how  he  liked  it  and  his  an- 
swer was  that  if  it  wasn't  for  the 
honor  of  the  thing  he  would  much 
rather  walk." 

*  *     * 

In  conversation  with  another 
friend,  mention  is  made  of  a  re- 
cently deceased  politician,  a  man 
of  great  vanity  whose  funeral  had 
been  largely  attended. 

"If  General had  known  how 

big  a  funeral  he  was  going  to 
have,"  says  Lincoln,  "he  would 
have  died  years  ago." 


Story's  Portrait  of  Lincoln. 

cannot  be  more  anxious  that  I 
have  been  constantly  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war;  and  I  say  to 
you  now  that  were  it  not  for  this 
occasional  vent  I  would  die." 

People  accuse  General  Grant  of 
heavy  drinking.  Observes  Lin- 
coln, "If  I  knew  what  brand  of 
whisky  he  drinks  I  would  send  a 
barrel  or  so  to  some  other  gen- 
erals." 

*  *     * 

Lincoln  speaks  of  a  flowery  con- 
gressional orator  as  one  "who 
mounts  the  rostrum,  throws  back 
his  head,  shines  his  eyes  and  leaves 
the  consequences  to  God." 

*  *     * 

A  civilian  busybody  who  wants 
to  help  conduct  the  war  asks  the 
president  how  many  men  the  Con- 
federates have  in  the  field. 

"About  1,200,000,"  Lincoln  re- 
plies. 

"Oh,  not  that  many,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln." 

"They  have  a  full  twelve  hun- 


dred thousand,  no  doubt  of  it. 
You  see  all  of  our  generals  when 
they  get  whipped  say  the  enemy 
outnumbers  them  three  or  five  to 
one.  We  have  400,000  in  the  field, 
and  three  times  four  makes 
twelve,  don't  you  see  it?" 

*        *         ■■':■ 

The  former  rail  splitter,  com- 
menting on  his  fondtress  for  read- 
ing, says,  "Books  serve  to  show  a 
man  that  those  original  thoughts 
of  his  aren't  very  new." 


DEFENSE  TRAINING  SOON 

Installation  of  machinery  for 
classes  in  aircraft  sheet  metal 
work  to  prepare  men  for  jobs  in 
defense  factories  will  lie  com- 
pleted soon  and  I  he  classes  will 
get  under  way  Feb.  23,  Arnold 
Embree,  administrator  of  defense 
classes,  said  yeserday.  Day  and 
night  classes  will  he  held  in  the 
building  at  S01  South  Ninth  street. 


The  president  hears  of  a  Con- 
federate raid  on  Fairfax  in  which 
a  brigadier  general  and  a  number 
of  horses  are  captured,  and  grave- 
ly says: 

"Well,  I  am  sorry  about  the 
horses." 

"Sorry  about  the  horses!"  ex- 
claims Secretary   Stanton. 

"Yes,    replies    Lincoln,    "I    can 
make  a  brigadier  general  in  five 
minutes,   but   it  isn't  easy   to   re- 
place  110    good    horses." 
*     *     * 

General  McClellan,  commander 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  is 
continually  asking  the  war  de- 
partment to  furnish  him  with 
more  soldiers.  Wisecracks  Lin- 
coln: "If  I  gave  McClellan  all  the 
men  he  asks  for,  they  couldn't  find 
room  to  lie  down;  they  would 
have    to    sleep    standing   up." 

iff  S|t  ^ 

Government  bigwigs  stand 
around  while  the  president  receives 
an  elderly  farm  woman  from  the 
West.  She  gives  him  a  pair  of 
woolen  socks  she  has  knitted, 
about  a  yard  long.  He  thanks  her, 
inquires  about  the  folks  at  home, 
and  courteously  escorts  her  to  the 
door.  Returning,  he  picks  up  the 
socks  by  the  toes  and  says  to  the 
bigwigs,  "The  old  lady  got  my 
longitude  and  latitude  about  right, 
didn't  she?" 

,      *     *     * 

His  constant  telling  of  funny 
stories  annoys  some  people.  To  a 
congressman  who  expresses  dis- 
like of  his  stories,  he  says,  "You 
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Dimensions:  75.2cm  x  62.1cm  (29  5/8"  x  24 

7/16") 

Current  Owner:  The  White  House 

Acquisition:  Purchase  from  ,1981 

Accession  Number: 

Title: 

Sitter:  Lincoln,  Abraham  (b.l809,d.l865) 

Artist:  Story,  George  Henry  (b.l835,d.  1923) 

Classification:  Painting 

Materials:  Oil  Canvas 

Date:  1919 

Dimensions:  74.2cm  x  61.5cm  (29  3/16"  x  24 
3/16") 

Current  Owner:  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library 

Acquisition:  Purchase  from  Artist'  S  Heirs, 
1925 
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Accession  Number:  1978:20-4 

Title: 

Sitter:  Lincoln,  Abraham  (b.l809,d.l865) 

Artist:  Story,  George  Henry  (b.l835,d.l923) 

Classification:  Painting 

Materials:  Oil  Panel 

Date:  1865-1900? 

Dimensions:  51.1cm  x  46.4cm  (20  1/8"  x  18 
1/4") 

Current  Owner:  Smith  College  Museum 
Of  Art 

Acquisition:  Gift  of  Warburg,  Frederick  M, 
1978 

1 
Accession  Number:  K27 

Title: 

Sitter:  Lincoln,  Abraham 
(b.l809,d.l865) 

Artist:  Story,  George  Henry  (b.l835,d.l923) 

Classification:  Painting 

Materials:  Oil  Canvas 

Date:  1921 

Dimensions:  49.5cm  x  45cm  (19  1/2"  x  17 

11/16") 

Current  Owner:  Lafayette  College 

Acquisition:  Presented  by  Kirby,  Allan  P,  1945 
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